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EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL

AND THE GUARDIAN ANNOUNCE MEDIA PARTNERSHIP

The Edinburgh International Book Festival and Guardian News & Media (GNM) have today announced a two-year media partnership. 
Through the comprehensive sponsorship deal, readers of the Guardian and The Observer and the guardian.co.uk/books site will be able to digest and interact with unrivalled coverage of the Book Festival’s wide-ranging literary and current affairs workshops, debates and discussions. In addition, audiences at the Festival itself will be able to get involved online by reviewing books and discussing events on the Guardian’s website. 
The Edinburgh International Book Festival has a long tradition of featuring future Man Booker, Nobel, Pulitzer and other prize-winners before they gain international acclaim. In recent years the Festival has played host to some of Britain’s best loved writers including Alan Bennett, J K Rowling, Harold Pinter, Muriel Spark, Martin Amis, Seamus Heaney and Terry Pratchett. 

Nick Barley, Director of the Edinburgh International Book Festival, said “We are very excited to be working with the team at Guardian News & Media and are looking forward to extending our reach and introducing our programme to a new audience around the UK and around the world. This partnership will open up new avenues for authors and new outlets for the debate and discussion, which is the life blood of the Book Festival.”
Claire Armitstead, Books Editor, Guardian News & Media, said: "The Edinburgh International Book Festival's annual programme features some of the world's most exciting writers and thinkers and is second to none for adults and children. The Festival's ambitions chime with that of our recently expanded literary coverage, where people who love books are at the heart of what we do.” 
 

Chris Lawson, Content Sales & Marketing Director, GNM said: “We're thrilled to be sponsoring the festival this year as part of GNM’s ongoing commitment to coverage of books, culture and the arts. We will use all the energy, enthusiasm and resources of the Guardian and The Observer to build the festival’s prominence and reputation in the papers and online, as well as showcasing our content to new audiences at the events.”

The 2011 Edinburgh International Book Festival will run from 13 – 29 August in Charlotte Square Gardens in the heart of Edinburgh. The programme will be announced on Thursday 16 June, with tickets going on sale on Sunday 26 June. Further information is available at www.edbookfest.co.uk.
-ends-

For Further Information please contact:

Frances Sutton, Press Manager

0131 718 5654 or frances@edbookfest.co.uk
Hayley Dunlop, Guardian News & Media Press Office

020 3353 3818 or hayley.dunlop@guardian.co.uk
Notes to editors: 
About Guardian News & Media
Guardian News & Media (GNM) publishes the Guardian and Observer national newspapers and the guardian.co.uk website. GNM has pioneered a mutualised approach to journalism based on digital engagement, openness and collaboration. 
As part of this approach, guardian.co.uk/books re-launched in April this year to put readers at the centre of literary discussions. On the new site, users can rate and review millions of books, create and share reading lists and get more involved in GNM’s books coverage than ever before. More information about this is online here: http://www.guardian.co.uk/gnm-press-office/guardian-observer-relaunch-books-site
The Guardian’s Children’s Books site (http://www.guardian.co.uk/childrens-books-site) launched in March this year: http://www.guardian.co.uk/gnm-press-office/guardian-launch-childrens-books-website
Guardian.co.uk now reaches nearly 50 million monthly unique users, with an average of nearly 3 million users a day.
 
About the Edinburgh International Book Festival
Founded in 1983 with only 84 events, the Edinburgh International Book Festival has become a major platform for audiences to debate with leading thinkers. Last year’s festival attracted 200,000 visitors to Charlotte Square Gardens, who attended over 750 author readings, performance sessions, chat-show style interviews, topical debates and creative workshops for all ages. The events featured over 850 authors, playwrights, poets, politicians, journalists and thinkers from 49 countries across the world.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT FRANCES SUTTON, PRESS MANAGER:

frances@edbookfest.co.uk  / Tel: 0131 718 5654 / Mob: 07841 579481


