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IMMEDIATE RELEASE 13 July 2010
RINGING IN THE CHANGES WITH STEVE BELL AT THE BOOK FESTIVAL  
New events announced for the 2010 Edinburgh International Book Festival 

Legendary cartoonist Steve Bell, one of the Guest Selectors for the 2010 Edinburgh International Book Festival, has confirmed two new events in Charlotte Square Gardens in August. Credited by some as having destabilised the last Conservative government with his drawing of John Major with underpants over his trousers, Bell will be in conversation with Guardian cartoonist Martin Rowson on Monday 23 August and with V for Vendetta creator Alan Moore on Tuesday 24 August.  

Bjarke Ingels, one of the rising stars of European architecture, has a reputation for cheekily shaking the foundations of the building industry.  His practice, BIG, has published a playful cartoon manifesto entitled Yes is More, and Ingels will be discussing this, and the ideas behind BIG’s astonishing work, on Monday 23 August.

Story Machines, the mini-festival curated by novelist and screenwriter Charlie Fletcher, examines how stories - myth, movie, market report or manifesto - are relevant in today’s society.   Authors now confirmed to appear in a series of events on Wednesday 25 August include: Iain Dale, William Nicholson, Don Boyd, Chris Young, MJ Hyland, Steven Poole and Alan Moore.  
In the centenary year of legendary Scots poet Norman MacCaig, poet Don Paterson has invited two contemporary poets and friends, Douglas Dunn and Mandy Haggith to reminisce on the man and his work on Tuesday 17 August.  On Thursday 26 August Ian Buxton will launch his new, straight-talking and highly informative book, 101 Whiskies to Try Before You Die identifying the whiskies that enthusiasts should sample to complete their education.   
Mark Beaumont, the record breaking Scottish cyclist, will be in conversation with Paul Howard (replacing Dominic Gill) discussing Paul’s journey on the Tour Divide, the longest mountain bike race in the world, on Friday 27 August. The Tour Divide is a 3,000 mile trek down the Rockies from Canada to Mexico which also involves a total ascent of 200,000 feet – the equivalent of scaling Mount Everest nearly seven times. 
As always, box office sales for the Book Festival have been busy, however there are still tickets available for many of the 750 events in the programme including Fatima Bhutto, Vidal Sassoon, Garth Nix, Sophia Jansson, Louis de Bernières, Amartya Sen, Nicholas Parsons, Douglas Hurd in conversation with Alex Salmond, Carol Ann Duffy and Garry Trudeau.
Tickets for all of the above events are on sale either online (www.edbookfest.co.uk), by telephone on 0845 373 5888 or in person The Hub on Castlehill until Thursday 12 August and from Saturday 14 August in Charlotte Square Gardens. The Edinburgh International Book Festival runs from Saturday 14 to Monday 30 August 2010.
ENDS
For further information, please contact:

Frances Sutton, Press Manager

frances@edbookfest.co.uk
0131 718 5654 or 07841 579481
Notes to Editors:
Full details of new events added to the 2010 Edinburgh International Book Festival:

Douglas Dunn & Mandy Haggith

RENDERINGS AND REMEMBRANCES OF NORMAN MACCAIG 

3.30pm Tuesday 17th August

2010 is the year of Norman MacCaig’s centenary, so we’re taking more than usual pleasure in celebrating him and his unique contribution to Scottish literature. Douglas Dunn, poet and friend, will be joined by Mandy Haggith, poet and founder of ‘Top Left Corner’ – acknowledging MacCaig’s love of Assynt - for readings and fond reminiscence. 

In association with the Scottish Poetry Library
Martin Rowson in conversation with Steve Bell

CARTOONS AND SATIRE: AFTER THE ELECTION

2.00pm Monday 23 August 

Two of the finest newspaper cartoonists of their generation, Martin Rowson and Steve Bell have reflected and shaped our responses to political events in fundamental ways. Bell’s characterisation of John Major with underpants over his trousers is credited by some as having destabilised the Major government, while Rowson and Bell were involved in furious debates over their differing ideas about how to deal with the 9/11 tragedy. Now, as Britain settles down to a new political era, how do our leading cartoonists view Westminster’s unlikely coalition? And what do they make of the demise of New Labour? Join two satirists who remain at the top of their game.

Alan Moore in conversation with Steve Bell

THE POLITICS OF CARTOONS: HOW TO AVOID HOLLYWOOD

3.30pm Tuesday 24 August

Widely credited with having reinvented superheroes for a modern audience, Alan Moore’s legendary cartoons include Watchmen, V for Vendetta and From Hell. But Moore’s relationship with the American comics industry is uneasy to say the least, and he prefers not to be associated with many of the film versions of his books. Nevertheless, Moore has become one of the most widely admired comic book writers of recent times. We are delighted that he is joining us in Edinburgh for a conversation with Steve Bell – another legendary cartoonist with a very different approach – to discuss superheroes, politics and the influence of writers such as Philip K Dick, William Burroughs and Thomas Pynchon.

Bjarke Ingels

ARCHITECTURE THROUGH THE EYES OF A CARTOONIST 

3.30pm Monday 23 August

He designed the Danish Pavilion at the Shanghai Expo 2010, and a city in Azerbaijan in the shape of seven mountains: Bjarke Ingels and his practice BIG are rising stars of European architecture with a reputation for cheekily shaking the foundations of the building industry. Perhaps most fearless of all is BIG’s approach to publishing its work. While others produce stylish volumes of restrained photography, BIG has published a playful cartoon manifesto entitled Yes Is More. In this event he describes the ideas behind his practice’s astonishing work.
Story Machines: POLITICS AND ECONOMICS 

11.30am Wednesday 25 August

The only way of keeping a grasp on politics and economics is by turning them into stories. A brief conversation becomes ‘Bigotgate’ and transforms a politician’s life into a Shakespearean tragedy; a high-flying banker becomes ‘Fred the Shred’ – a pantomime villain. Big business knows that those who control the story will be the winners. In this event, leading author Charlie Fletcher is joined by Iain Dale to look at Story in the context of the communications explosion.
Story Machines: MOVIES 

2.00pm Wednesday 25 August

D-boys and D-girls are what Hollywood calls the Development Executives whose job it is to work with writers and producers to get a story camera-ready. Because they've all read the identical how-to books by screenwriting gurus, everything looks a little more samey as each year goes by. Scriptwriter and author Charlie Fletcher brings together a panel of filmmakers and critics - William Nicholson, Chris Young and Don Boyd - to show that when movies are just defective cookie-cutter copies, they are the really dangerous Story Machines.
Story Machines: GAMES 

5.00pm Wednesday 25 August

Stories have arcs and purpose. Some say computer games are the exact opposite of that: anti-Story Machines. But this year's PS3 game Heavy Rain is hailed as the first game with a real immersive story: is the terrain changing? In this event led by author and scriptwriter Charlie Fletcher, conflicting views come face to face: developmental experts meet gamers and neuroscientists to discuss whether games are kryptonite to Story or great unrealised opportunities. Our panel includes authors Stephen Poole and M J Hyland.
Story Machines: THE LAST CHAPTER 

8.30pm Wednesday 25 August
Over the course one day, renowned author and screenwriter Charlie Fletcher has been leading Story Machines, a 'mini-festival' looking at the impact of stories on our understanding of the world. In this final event of the day, Fletcher brings together some of the day's participants including William Nicholson and Alan Moore for a debate about the power of Story, and how we can put our storytelling powers to better use.
Ian Buxton

GREAT WHISKIES THAT MUST NOT BE MISSED

7.00pm Thursday 26 August 

There’s plenty of connoisseurship around whisky, and many lovers of fine single malts will be happiest when dreaming drowsily of hints of coal tar, carbolic soap, banana muffin and pear drops. But Ian Buxton takes a slightly different approach. In a new, straight-talking and highly informative book he identifies 101 whiskies that enthusiasts simply have to sample, to complete their whisky education. Buxton’s selection - drawn from all over the world, including Speyside and Sweden, Ireland and India – is not a list of the ‘world’s best’, but since he’s a former marketing director of Glenmorangie and was elected a Keeper of the Quaich in 1991, the author’s tastes are certainly well informed. Join him for a fascinating and mouth-watering journey.

Paul Howard in conversation with Mark Beaumont

TWO LONG DISTANCE CYCLISTS DISCUSS THEIR ADVENTURES

8.30pm Friday 27 August 

The longest mountain bike race in the world is the Tour Divide, a 3,000 mile trek down the Rockies from Canada to Mexico which also involves a total ascent of 200,000 feet – the equivalent of scaling Mount Everest nearly seven times. Paul Howard embarked on this race, and discovered that endurance was not the only challenge. Bad weather, cowboys, grizzly bears and mountain lions were just some of the challenges he met along the way. Howard discusses his great race with another acclaimed cyclist, Mark Beaumont, who himself recently completed an epic ride from the northern tip of Canada to the southernmost point of South America. An unmissable conversation for anyone with a taste for adventure on two wheels. 
CANCELLATIONS

Authors who will no longer be appearing at the 2010 Book Festival are Amy Bloom, Gavin Esler, Jenny Valentine, Hilary Mantel, Jonathan Knight, Philippa Gregory, Zadie Smith, Tim Butcher, Dominic Gill and Ninni Holmqvist. 
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